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Discussion on essential characteristics of intracontinental

land basms m western Lhina. Intracontinental subduction ( U-subduction) was the Iirnsic cause ol circulation of
mass flow and energy flow in type-C foreland basins and type-C orogenic belt (thrust belt) . Closing of Tethys and
continuous compressing and squeezing of Indian plate were the tectonic dynamics background for the formation of fore-
land basins in western China. The foreland basins in western China are very different from those typical foreland
basins in respects of genetic mechanism, basin types, geologic features and hydrocarbon accumulation. Foreland
basins of mtracontinental subduction type ( type-C) are characterized by continental source rocks, low poroperm sand-

stone reservoirs, various traps and multiple reservoiring stages mainly in Himalayan period.
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Table 1  Comparison of characteristics of A-subduction, B-subduction and C-subduction zones
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Fig. 1  Comparison of C— subduction with B— subduction and A— subduction
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Fig.4 Tectonic evolution of foreland basins and oil/ gas shows in China
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